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From the Headmaster 
A Season of Grace, A Year of Grace… 

As I journeyed back with our juniors from our 10-day pilgrimage 
to Rome, I was profoundly struck by the beautiful way God 
allowed us to enter this Easter season of grace.  

• In a little over a week, we walked miles upon miles of the 
streets of Assisi and the Eternal City, and we attended the 
canonization of two popes (including our patron Pope St. 
John Paul the Great), concelebrated by two other popes(!), 
more than 150 Cardinals, 1000 bishops and attended by a 
million and half pilgrims from across the globe.   

• We experienced Mass at the Basilicas of St. Francis and of St. 
Clare (in Assisi), and at Saint Mary Major (in Rome).  We 
were also very privileged to join our friend Fr. Michael Russo 
at Mass in the Clementine Chapel (within feet of the bones 
of St. Peter), and with Deacon Patrick Broussard at the tomb 
of Pope St. Pius X. 

• We prayed evening prayer with the Benedictine monks at St. 
Paul Outside the Walls, and morning prayer at the Istituto 
Serafico in Assisi, a home for handicapped children where 
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration is offered.   

We have so much to be grateful for in this extraordinary spiritual 
experience.  Like Peter at the Transfiguration, we said over and 

Students attending the JPG Canonization 
Pilgrimage to Rome. 

2

over, “It is good that we are here.”  But like Peter, we also 
understood the need to bring the joy and richness of this pilgrimage 
back to our ordinary lives, which is where we are meant to live in daily 
fidelity to God and to His Church.   It’s the hour spent in our humble 
adoration chapel at JPG that disposes our students to pray with 
sincere piety at the tomb of St. Peter.  And it’s the learning of Gregorian chant and Latin hymns that enables our 
students to be deeply moved by Benedictine monks chanting vespers at a Roman basilica a half a world away.   

So in this season of extraordinary grace, I am all the more grateful for the ordinary, daily, 
steady, habitual work that goes on in our classrooms at John Paul the Great Academy.  
I am grateful for the teachers who have worked so hard this year, and for the staff and 
parents who have made that work possible.   It truly has been a year of grace. 

  

Upcoming Events 
May 9    Crawfish Boil 

May 13 Speech & Debate Awards 
Am. Heritage Awards 

May 15 Baccalaureate Ceremony 

May 17 Graduation 

May 22 Guitar Concert 

May 23 Nat’l Forensic Tournament 
Lower School Awards & 
Grandparents Day                       

May 28-30 Upper School Exams 

May 30 Last Day of School                       
(Upper & Lower School) 
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PARENT & STUDENT INFORMATION 

1. Family Service Hours: Please take a moment to go to 
our website, jpgacademy.org, to record your family 
service hours for this year.  Examples include parent 
works days, summer painting or construction projects, 
help with the Fall Fest, the Collarnary Cookoff, the 
Gala, running errands or volunteering for the front 
office, assisting faculty, serving lunch, judging at speech 
& debate events, concessions at athletics, help with 
drama productions, events, library, Art Guild, JPG 
Women’s Group, Science Committee, swap shop, 
Challenge, Conquest, or American Heritage Girls.    

Per the Family Handbook, families that do not 
complete their 20 service hours by June 30 will be billed 
at a rate of $25/uncompleted hour.  The vast majority 
of our families have already completed their hours for 
the year, and a few simply need to complete the form 
on the JPG website.  Please see below for some great 
opportunities to complete service hours during the 
month of June.  If you have any questions about the 
number of hours you have completed thus far, please 
contact the main office. 
 

2. Summer Painting and Construction Projects: This 
summer, Mr. Emanuel will need significant parent 
assistance to help build 4 classrooms and to paint 2-3 
more.  We will be making a big push during the first 
weeks of June and during the last weeks of July.  Please 
contact Arlene LeBlanc to get involved and offer your 
time and talent! 

3. Speech & Debate Nationals - This May, seven JPG 
students will be representing our school at the Catholic 
National Forensic League Grand National Tournament 
in Chicago.  Our student representatives include Noah 
Delatte, Logan Habetz, Luke Kirk, Jack Moore, 
Madison Price, Elizabeth Louis, and Michael Vidrine. 
Please pray for us as we compete on Saturday, May 24 
and Sunday, May 25.  Additionally, the JPG Guardian 
debaters will keep up their competing well into the 
summer.  Four of our students - Noah Delatte, Luke 
Kirk, Stephen Melancon and Jack Moore - will be 
heading to Overland Park, Kansas this June.  This 
national competition is put on by the National Forensic 
League, and is the largest speech & debate competition 
in the world.  Thank you for your prayers as our 
Guardians embark on this exciting journey! 
 
Standardized Testing - The Sophomore class will be 
taking one final test for the year - the PLAN test from 
ACT - on Tuesday, May 13.  On Monday, May 12, 
students will have some test preparation to complete in 
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the afternoon. Then, a light breakfast will be served to 
students Tuesday morning before standardized testing 
begins.  Only the morning of Tuesday, May 13 is needed 
to complete all testing sections.  Please contact 
dmahan@jpgacademy.org with any questions. 
 
Summer Workshops - This summer, Mrs. Mahan will be 
hosting a series of workshops, particularly aimed at 
rhetoric skills and open to all students (and family 
members).  Workshop topics will include research skills, 
basic public speaking, introduction to various speech & 
debate events, persuasive writing, and many other areas of 
rhetoric.  A schedule of events will be released to students 
near the end of the month.  If you have an idea for a 
summer workshop you would like to see, or if you would 
like to host a skill of your own as a workshop, can contact 
Mrs. Mahan at dmahan@jpgacademy.org to send along 
suggestions. 
 

1. Speech & Debate Banquet - Join the JPG Speech & 
Debate Team as we celebrate a very successful year of 
competition.  Our closing banquet is tentatively scheduled 
to begin at 5:30pm on Tuesday, May 13.  All parents, 
family members, students, and friends of the community 
are welcomed to attend.  Snacks will be served and 
performances will be given.  Please join our students as we 
give out awards, recognize our student leaders and prepare 
to send our courageous Guardians to speak at nationals 
competitions.  Please contact Mrs. Mahan at 
dmahan@jpgacademy.org for more details. 
 
State Rally Results – Several of the students who 
represented JPG at State Literary Rally, held at LSU on 
April 5, placed at the state level. Of the students who 
competed in Literary Events, sophomore Madeline 
Hornsby placed 2nd in Latin II for our division. Both of 
the JPG students who competed in Speech Events 
received a rating of "Excellent": Mary Broussard in 
Extemporaneous Speaking and Joseph Marcantel in 
Interpretive Reading. Congratulations to these three 
students, and thank you to all of the students from JPG 
who competed at State Rally this year! 

2. JPG  Summer Basketball - Open to boys and girls in 
grades 5th - 8th. JPG dads and varsity athletes will meet 
with students on most Saturdays throughout the summer 
to help them learn more about the great game of 
basketball. Students can sign up in the front office or by 
contacting Paul LeJeune: 337-523-3296 
 



 

 

  The Joy of Learning 

 Happy Easter to you all. May the joy of the resurrection illuminate your lives during this season of 
hope. One of my favorite Easter stories is the road to Emmaus. It is the story of two disciples who, 
out of fear and confusion, leave Jerusalem following the suffering and death of Christ but have a 
radical encounter with the resurrection along the way. In this encounter, we see a glimpse of one of 
the most important parts of education: the joy of learning. 

 Principally, learning refers to the movement from a state of not knowing to a state of knowing. 
Learning represents a natural good in the sense that we have a natural desire for knowledge that 
learning fulfills. However, all learning takes on great spiritual significance in light of our being in 
the image of God. Learning as a movement from unknowing to knowing presents the learner with 
an opportunity to encounter truth (truth is that which conforms the mind to reality). The joy of 
learning consists in the realization that truth is a Person—the joy of encountering Christ as the 
model, means, and goal of education. 

 The disciples on the road to Emmaus had a direct experience of the joy of learning. After 
conversing with the risen Lord they exclaim, “Where not our hearts burning within us while he 
spoke to us on the way and opened the Scriptures to us?” We can reasonably assume that the 
disciples were familiar with the Scriptures prior to their encounter. What, then, did they learn that 
had such an effect on them? They came to know Christ Himself. He is the key to unlocking the 
Scriptures. He makes all things new. Encountering the person of Christ caused these disciples to 
have a new experience of Scripture and filled them with wonderment and joy. Moreover, they were 
transformed by what they learned. 

 What can we learn about the joy of learning from the Emmaus story? The joy of learning is rooted 
in our encounter with the person of Christ. Since he is truth incarnate, all learning presents an 
opportunity to better know and encounter Christ (in effect, to see the world through new eyes). The 
Emmaus story also reveals how to seek the joy of learning, even amidst the ordinary and mundane. 
The disciples longed for a savior. This is why they were filled with such fear and confusion at the 
beginning of the story. They recognized their great need for God. They responded to this need by 
inviting Christ to walk with them. Whenever Christ made it seem like he was going to move on, the 
disciples pleaded with Him to stay. What finally opened their eyes to the presence of Christ was the 
breaking of bread, the Eucharist. With their minds open, hearts burning, and spirit nourished the 
disciples had a significant experience of gratitude that caused them to set out at once back to 
Jerusalem as new creations, being transformed in Christ. 

 There are four ingredients for becoming a joyful learner that we find in the Emmaus story: humility 
to recognize the great need we have (how far off we are from a state of knowing), prayer in 
response to our need (the willingness to ask Christ to walk with us as the source of all learning), 
sacramental grace (the grace that disposes us to recognize Christ in all things), and finally gratitude 
(the experience of wonderment and joy that we then share with others). Thank you for joining me 
on these reflections this semester. May our encounter of the resurrected Lord this Easter season 
increase and bring to fulfillment our desire to become greater primary educators. 

Yours in Christ, 

Kyle Albarado 


